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Introduction 
 

 

 

My Twins 

 
 
 

Welcome to the 2020 edition of Write On!  This year the theme is  
RE-IMAGINE LEARNING. 
 
At Literacy Unlimited, every learner is unique.  Tutors work hard to 
tailor the learning program to the individual needs, goals and     
learning style of the learner.  Tutors take time with their learners to 
understand what is important to them and build on this.  In this    
edition, learners tell us who they draw strength from, who has 
helped shape their ideas, inspire them and bring them joy. 
 
For so many of our learners, family, friends, and community are an 
immensely important part of their lives.  Whether near or far,   
grandparents, parents, and extended family have provided strength 
and inspiration, and children are a constant source of joy.  Each story 
reminds us how lucky we are at LU to be part of this wider            
community where we all inspire and learn from each other. 
 
We would like to thank our learners for their heart-warming stories 
this year.  Thanks also to all our tutors, who use their talents to help  
create the uniquely LU learning experience. 
 
We hope you find joy in their stories. 
 
 
Write On! 
 
Stephanie Lehner 
Program Director 

When I had my twins it was a lot of work for me.  I thank God for my        
husband and my sister.  They were good to help me.  It was hard but I 
thank God for his strength.  I am glad I had them. 
 
Now they are 27 and working.  One is a dental assistant and the other 
one is working as a cashier.  I am proud of them. 
 
My mom told me that they are my old age pension and I am looking   
forward to my grandkids. 
 
Edith 



 

 

The Kids’ First Plane Ride 
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 My Grandmother 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A very special event that I had with my two youngest daughters was going 
with them on their first plane ride.  Just Daddy and the girls! 
 
When we told them, they were very excited and they began counting 
down the days.  The kids had fun packing their carry-on bags.  I had to 
make sure all our documents were up to date.  Before we left, we made 
sure we had a good night’s sleep because we had an early morning          
departure. 
 
On the plane they were 
excited because they had 
a window view.  They 
were fearless for the 
take off.  My girls          
enjoyed going over the 
city and being above the 
clouds.  It was a long 
flight for Melia and she 
kept asking, “When will 
we be there?”  It was a 
pleasure flying with the 
girls because they were 
well behaved.  I was proud.  It felt good being with them alone because I 
rarely have the chance to spend time with them.  We were happy to be 
home before the virus situation! 
 
It was a nice week with my girls and it will be a part of me forever. 
 
Treldon 
 

My grandmother was a person who meant a lot to me.  I used to go 
and visit her and stay over the weekend. 
 
My grandmother knew that I liked to play dress up, so she always 
had a basket of scarves for me to play with.  I would tie them 
around my waist and hair and walk around like a fashion model. 
 
At home I never got to eat fish fingers because mom always cooks 
healthy food.  But at my grandmother’s we would eat fish fingers, 
chips and fried tomatoes.  My grandmother was a lot of fun.  I miss 
her a lot! 
 
Melissa 



 

 

 
During my childhood, my vocabulary was very limited.  I struggled with 
spelling and reading and these difficulties hindered my development.  I was 
anxious and fearful of reading and misinterpreting what I would read and 
spell but I was still determined to improve my weaknesses. 
 
After getting in touch with ERS and Literacy Unlimited, where I explained 
my weaknesses, they introduced me to my tutor, Valerie. 
 
She showed me how I can break down words in a simple way, so this 
helped me to spell better.  I felt more determined and proud of myself      
afterwards.   
 
One is never too old to learn and with determination you can reach your 
goals.  As time goes on, people change and whenever you grow older you 
can have the courage to make changes.  I find changes can bring you to your 
determination and I am determined to write a book one day. 
 
 
 
Joycelyn 

 
 
 

The Truth Behind Determination 
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My Family Is Important To Me 

 
My family is important to me.  I am interested in how they are doing.  
I am interested in their happiness.  My family loves me.  I love my 
family very much. 
 
Sometimes I send mail to them.  Every month I send them money and 
clothes.  My husband does the same thing for his family.  We both 
talk together on the phone with both my family and his family.  Our 
families are important to both of us. 
 
My daughter and my sisters share information with me about my 
mother and my grandchildren.  We stay connected and pray for each 
other.  They support me by calling me by phone. 
 
When we can, we visit them in Ghana.  We like to visit them.  We 
hope to go back to Ghana very soon.  I thank God that we can do this 
because we love them and we care about them. 
 
Our families are very far away but they are very close in our hearts. 
 
Mercy 
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Light A Dream 

 I have worked at Light a Dream for 13 years.  It is a 
store that sells candles, soap and lip balm.   I learned 
many things here.  I have learned how to use the cash.  
I learned how to work with people.  Now Light a 
Dream has workshops and kids’ parties.  We teach 
them how to make candles.  It is fun to be able to teach 
things that I have learned to other people.   
 
I hope people come to see what it looks like.  Light a 
Dream is a special place to me because I have made 
lots of friends there.  The teachers are very nice and 
helpful.  It has been a fun place to be. 
 
Hagop 
 

 

 

My Father Is My Star 

My father was a Protestant minister 
in Madagascar.  He passed away at 
the age of 45, when I was nine years 
old.  My  father taught me very well: 
to  be kind and to respect people, 
older or younger.  I will never  
forget my father as long as I live. 
 
Collette 
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A Special Friend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The person I like is a friend.  She is important to me.  She was at the 
same school as me.  She was also part of  Light a Dream alumni like 
me.  She moved to Ottawa.  I really miss her.  I wish I could see her.  I 
want to visit her when I go to Ottawa with Light a Dream. 
 
Anas 
 
 
 

My Goals  

 
 
 
My favorite place is where I grew up and that place is Ghana.   
 

The weather in Ghana is better 
than it is in Canada.  Ghana’s     
climate is tropical and there are 
only two seasons:  dry and rainy. 
 
There is a large sense of          
community.  Everyone greets one 
another.  You can show up at  
anyone’s home without calling in 
advance and you will be greeted 
with a big welcome. 

 
In difficult times, everyone offers to help, not just family. The church 
plays a large part in bringing people together for large celebrations 
like baptisms, weddings and funerals, etc.  Also, the local food like 
yams, plantains, and avocados are much tastier in Ghana. 
 
Ghana is a nice place to visit but Canada is now my home. 
 
 
Juliana 

Beautiful Ghana 



 

 

 
 
As more people came to the party, the noise levels got loud.  I didn’t really 
mind.  In fact, I liked the tempo because they were all talking, laughing and 
having a good time.  This encouraged me to laugh along with them!  I told 
Laura and Gerry happily, “These people are too FUNNY!”  They agreed. 
 
After we all finished eating, Debora wanted us to play a raffle game.  She 
handed out numbers to each of us 
and we were asked to put them in a 
pot.  Then she mixed them all up.  
When it was time to pull out the  
numbers for the winners, I WAS 
ONE OF THEM!  Laura also won a 
prize!  I won a red hockey T-shirt.  
At the time, Laura and Gerry 
wanted to know what my prize 
was but I decided to open it on 
Christmas.  Everyone was excited! 
 
 
When it was time to leave, we gave everyone a big thank you with hugs and 
kisses.  We had a splendid time.  I enjoyed it so much! 
 
WHAT A WONDERFUL EVENT TO CELEBRATE THE CHRISTMAS           
HOLIDAYS!  HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!  I hope Literacy Unlimited 
celebrates this event next year! 
 
 
Christopher 
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Holiday Potluck Dinner 

My literacy tutor Laura invited me to a very special event on 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019.  It was a Holiday Potluck dinner 
where tutors and students from Literacy Unlimited were invited and 
asked to bring some food to share.  It was organized at the Lindsay 
Place High School in Pointe-Claire. 
 
Debora, the administrative assistant, coordinated the event.  Laura 
and her husband Gerry drove me there.  It was a wintery, snowy, 
stormy night and especially very dark to drive.  When we arrived, the 
school’s driveway was covered with ice and was very slippery.  Laura 
helped me to the entrance and supported me from falling.  Debora 
was waiting for everyone to arrive in her office.  It was my first time 
meeting her.  Debora is a kind and happy person.  She helped me   
remove my boots.  Then she showed us to the room where everyone 
was gathered.  Laura and I went into the dining area. 
 

There were large plates 
filled with all kinds of 
delicious food.  I 
brought big chopped 
egg sandwiches and  
celery.  There were also 
pretzels, chips, 
cheesies, chicken      
nuggets, cucumbers,         
tomatoes and roasted 
potatoes.  There were 

also very nice desserts like brownies,  cakes and fruits.  The drinks 
were 7-UP, Pepsi, Coke and juices.  I chose to eat chips, tomatoes and 
brownies and enjoyed them so much! 


