
Consider the needs and current status of
you and your learner. 

 
Answer these questions to explore which

camera to use and who will use it.

1. What kinds of activities would we like/need to work on?

4. Do we have the devices needed? If not, how can we get
them (hint: LU lends out certain devices!) or how can we
modify to accommodate what we do have at present?

5. Do we have the digital skills needed? If not, how can we
get them? 

3. What camera(s) would be most appropriate for those
activities? 
(see chart “Which Document Camera Should I Use?”)

2. Considering the activities, who would be the best
person to have a camera (me, my learner, both of us)?
[see chart “Who Needs the Doc-Cam?” for examples]



Who needs the Doc-Cam? 
 
Determine which activities you and your learner want to do/need to do and then use this chart to decide where the doc-cam will be 
most beneficial. Use the check boxes or a highlighter to keep track of your needs. 
 

Activity Learner Tutor Notes 
 

❑ Writing Yes No Original writing on paper or whiteboard, photocopied pages from 
workbooks, handouts, forms, lists, etc. 
 

❑ Reading Yes Depends Ideally, the learner will have the original material to read and the 
tutor will watch them on the learner’s doc-cam as they read and track 
(while possibly having a duplicate workbook), but the learner could 
also read something relevant that the tutor has at home via the tutor’s 
doc-cam (but the tutor won’t be able to see them tracking this way). 
 

❑ Reading or writing using real-life materials 
from home (letters or flyers received in the 
mail, written manuals, work materials, etc.) 

 

Yes Depends Not absolutely necessary for tutor to have doc-cam here, but if tutor 
has copy of documents used + doc-cam, this makes it easier to point 
out words or areas of text as the learner works with the documents. 

❑ Doing a tactile activity Yes No A doc-cam used at its best! Learner gets to engage in hands-on tactile 
activities while tutor observes and verbally interacts (Play-doh, word 
tiles, pipe cleaners, flip books, etc. 
 

❑ Visual brainstorming/Mind mapping Depends Yes Learner sees their own ideas being captured by the tutor on 
whiteboard or paper via tutor’s doc-cam. Learner could also do their 
own brainstorm. 
 

❑ Explaining a spelling word or grammar 
concept via writing or drawing 

 

Depends Yes Great tutoring tool for spontaneous visual explanations! Learner could 
also demonstrate their thought process via writing or drawing. 

❑ Playing a word game* Yes Yes Depends on the game – modifications could be made if necessary to 
accommodate who has the doc-cam. 
 

❑ Handwritten conversation* Yes Yes A back-and-forth activity – see note below. 
 

 
* For any back-and-forth activity, it is best if both tutor and learner have IPEVO document cameras and use “Gallery View” on Zoom so 
you each see both screens simultaneously, rather than having to toggle back and forth sharing screens.  



Which Document Camera Should I Use? 
 
Consider the following criteria and use the checkboxes or a highlighter to keep track of your needs and current situation. 
 

Model Devices Needed Compatibility Skills Needed Appropriate Activities 
 

IPEVO MIRROR-CAM 
 
(available to both 
learners and tutors) 

❑ Laptop computer  
 

❑ Works with laptop 
screens that are 
thinner than 6mm 
 

❑ Launch Zoom  
 

❑ Anything that doesn’t require a lot of 
space 

❑ Anything that will give a close-up view 
❑ Reading small books 
❑ Using a small amount of word tiles or a 

flip book or flash cards (one at a time) 
❑ Using small whiteboard 

 
IPEVO DO-CAM 
 
(learners or tutors 
can sign out) 

❑ Laptop computer  
❑ Desktop computer  
❑ Any device with a 

USB port 

❑ Works on Windows, 
Mac and 
Chromebook 
operating systems  
 
(check IPEVO 
website for system 
requirements)  

❑ Launch Zoom  
❑ Plug to USB port 
❑ Locate icons or task-specific 

vocabulary  
❑ Select items from dropdown 

menus 
❑ Use mouse to click and 

double-click on items 
 

❑ Reading regular-sized material 
(workbooks, readers, manuals, letter-
sized documents, etc.) 

❑ Whiteboard 
❑ Physical materials that work best when 

spread out (tiles, flash cards, games) 
❑ Back-and-forth activities between tutor 

and learner (e.g. written conversation) 
 

IPEVO V4K PRO 
 
(only tutor can sign 
out) 

❑ Laptop computer 
❑ Desktop computer  
❑ Any device with a 

USB port 

❑ Works on Windows, 
Mac and 
Chromebook 
operating systems  
 
(check IPEVO 
website for system 
requirements)  

❑ Launch Zoom  
❑ Plug to USB port 
❑ Locate icons or task-specific 

vocabulary  
❑ Select items from dropdown 

menus 
❑ Use mouse to click and 

double-click on items 
 

❑ Reading regular-sized material 
(workbooks, readers, manuals, letter-
sized documents, etc.) 

❑ Whiteboard 
❑ Physical materials that work best when 

spread out (tiles, flash cards, games) 
❑ Back-and-forth activities between tutor 

and learner (e.g. written conversation) 
 

DIY Document 
Camera 

❑ Smartphone 
❑ Tablet 

❑ Any smartphone or 
tablet that is 
equipped to sign into 
Zoom 
 
(must download the 
Zoom App) 

•  

❑ Launch Zoom on computer 
❑ Download and launch Zoom 

app on smartphone or tablet 
❑ Locate icons or task-specific 

vocabulary  
❑ Select items from dropdown 

menus 
❑ Type into text box 
❑ Use a touchscreen 

 

❑ Probably easiest for viewing things at 
closer range but if you have a stable 
structure that is higher, you can 
manage all the things that the IPEVO 
doc-cams offer 
 

 


